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Introduction 
Module Goals  
This module helps participants understand and constructively address climate change 
denial. To this end the following overarching goals have been identified for this module.  

• Participants recognize various forms of climate change denial. 

• Participants understand some of the incentives that drive climate change denial. 

• Participants are equipped to respond to climate change denial constructively. 

Preparation  
To prepare for this module kindly take some time to familiarize yourself with this guide. If 
possible, spend some time reviewing the resources listed in the following section to get a 
more nuanced understanding of climate change denial. In addition to this, spend some time 
researching climate change denial in your region, state, or community (if available). Other 
preparatory activities are noted below. 

• Print the Role Play Assignments in the Teaching Materials and cut into strips. You will 
hand these out to participants during the “Types of Climate Change Denial” section of the 
module. 

• Print copies of the Three W’s Handout in the Teaching Materials. Try to ensure that 
each participant has a copy. 

• If facilitating this module without a projector: 

 Print copies of the Types of Climate Change Denial Handout in the Teaching 
 Materials for people to share in groups of two. 

 Print copies of the Survey Questions Handout for participants. 

• If facilitating this module with a projector: 

Download the Climate Change Controversy PowerPoint from   
www.CREATEForumSeries.com. 

Time  
Preparation time will vary across individuals but should take about 2 hours. The 
implementation of the module will take 1 hour. Throughout the guide suggested times are 
provided for sections and sub-sections to assist the facilitator with time management. 
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Resources  
• Climate Change Impacts: 

https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators  

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rosaly-byrd/climate-change-is-a-
socia_b_5939186.html 

• Types of Climate Change Denial Arguments: 

http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu/students/envs_4800/washington_2011_ch3.pdf 

http://grist.org/series/skeptics/#Types%20of%20Argument 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/07/22/opinions/cook-techniques-climate-change-
denial/ 

• Incentives for Climate Change Denial: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andy-schmookler/reasons-for-denying 
clima_b_11909924.html 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/climate-change-denial-
psychology_us_56438664e4b045bf3ded5ca5 

http://time.com/106238/the-bible-calls-for-moral-action-on-climate-change/ 

http://www.glorybooks.org/climate-change-science-or-sacrilege/ 

Module Outline 
• Forms of Climate Change Denial 

• Three W’s (The Why, the Who and the What of Climate Change Denial) 

 Who are the propagators of climate change denial and why do they do it? 

 Who believes climate change denial and why?  

 What are the costs of climate change denial?  

• Next Steps: Constructively addressing climate change denial 

Learning Outcomes  
At the end of the module, participants should: 

• Be able to identify the types of climate change denial. 

• Be able to identify the propagators of climate change and understand why people 
propagate climate change denial. 
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• Understand incentives that drive the acceptance of climate change denial. 

• Recognize the many costs of climate change denial. 

• Practice aligning the economic and social incentives of those who propagate climate 
change denial with environmental sustainability. 

Materials Needed  
• Writing implements 

• Whiteboard or large flip chart on which to use writing implements  

• AV equipment (projector, screen, and laptop) — optional 

• One printed copy of the Role Play Assignment 

• Copies of the Three W's of Climate Change Denial Handout for each participant 

• Copies of the Types of Climate Change Denial Handout and Survey Questions OR 
access to the Climate Change Controversy PowerPoint 
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Body 
Opening 
Suggested Time: 10 minutes 

Welcome  

Facilitator’s Note: If you 
have a projector, display 
Figure 1. Otherwise, hand 
copies to participants as they 
walk in.  

Figure 1: Climate Change Denial  

Welcome participants, introduce yourself, and share the following information.  

“Welcome to the Tensions in Sustainability Forum Series. This series was designed for 
people who believe the health of the environment is important but who feel a tension 
between environmental and economic/social concerns. This six-module forum series is 
intended to assist people to constructively deal with the challenges that emerge during 
attempts to integrate environmental sustainability holistically into their lives. 

“Each module is free standing, however the modules may also be offered in a series. Modules 
1-3 address some of the confusion surrounding environmental concerns by introducing 
participants to America’s current environmental conditions, its environmental history, and 
the incentives that encourage people to disregard climate change science. Modules 4-6 equip 
participants to collaboratively address these problems in ways that reflect their personal 
value systems, skill sets, and assumptions while also helping participants to better 
understand how others make sense of these issues. 
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“If you like the lesson today you can go online and check out the other available modules. If 
you would like to facilitate a module, all teaching materials are free and available for 
download at www.CREATEForumSeries.com.” 

Lesson Objective 
Facilitator’s Note: For this section, it is recommended that you 
augment the information provided with information from your 
personal research on climate change denial. Then share the following 
information with participants. 

Tell participants: “Today we will be talking about climate change denial and how to 
constructively address this issue. Denying climate change prevents humans from admitting 
there is a problem in need of solving. It prevents us from engaging in solutions to climate 
change through mitigation (methods of preventing climate change) or adaptation (methods 
of responding to the new biophysical conditions that result from climate change). We will 
start by discussing what climate change denial is and then proceed to the different types of 
climate change denial. Following that we will move into the Three Ws of climate change 
denial.  

• Who is propagating climate change denial and why?  

• Why do people believe climate change denial? 

• What are the impacts of climate change denial? 

To wrap up we will discuss ways we can effectively address climate change through 
community action.” 

Facilitator's Note: To begin the module, administer the survey 
below. Ask participants to indicate their choices by show of hands. 
Record the results on a white board or large sheet of paper visible to all 
participants. The survey questions and results are included in the 
Climate Change Controversy PowerPoint available for 
download at www.CREATEForumSeries.com. 

Introductory Survey   1

1. When do you think global warming will start to harm people in the United States? 

• Now/Within 10 years 

• In 25+ years or never  

2. How much do you think global warming will harm people in the United States? 

 “Yale Climate Opinion Maps - U.S. 2016.”1
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• Not at all/only a little 

• Moderate amount/a great deal 

• Do not know 

Facilitator's Note: Once you’re done taking the survey with 
participants, share the results of the official survey. Compare the 
results of your survey with the official survey using the discussion 
questions that follow. 

Survey Results  

1. When do you think global warming will start to harm people in the United States? 

• Now/Within 10 years — 51% 

• In 25+ years or never — 49% 

2. How much do you think global warming will harm people in the United States? 

• Not at all/only a little — 33% 

• Moderate amount/a great deal — 58% 

• Do not know — 9% 

Discussion Questions 

• Are the results of our survey similar or not to the national survey?   

• Why do you think that is?   

• What factors did you consider during your evaluation of harm?  

After a brief discussion, tell participants: “In sum, most Americans believe that climate 
change will start harming people soon. Most Americans also believe that climate change will 
result in at least moderate harm to them. However, many Americans do not share this 
concern. For our purposes, it is important to understand what the local impacts of climate 
change will likely be so that we understand the importance of addressing it.” 

Local Impacts of Climate Change Denial  
Facilitator’s Note: Present the facts noted in the next three sections 
in whatever way feels most natural to you. You may choose to focus 
only on those sections relevant to you. If you are not in the Southeast or 
Georgia, visit the U.S. EPA website to find out how climate change 
affects your region and your state. The EPA website also provides 
information on the effects of climate change on various economic 
sectors. 
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Impacts of climate change in the United States: Climate change effects multiple aspects of 
life in the US, including water supply and safety, food security and availability, 
transportation, health, energy, and more.  

• Water Supply and Safety – Increased frequency and intensity of rainfall in the Northeast 
and Midwest U.S. increases the likelihood of water body contamination because of excess 
runoff. Higher incidences of droughts in the Southwest and eastern regions limit water 
availability for consumption, energy generation, and agriculture.  Examine Figure 2a and 2

Figure 2b below. Between 2000 and 2017 there has been an increase in incidence and 
severity of droughts in the United States as is noted by the increase in dark orange and red 
coloring in the maps displayed. For more information about droughts in the U.S., see the 
U.S. Drought Monitor website in the resources section. 

Figure 2a: U.S. Drought Monitor, Total U.S., 2000.  3

 US EPA, “Climate Impacts on Water Resources.”2

 The U.S. Drought Monitor is jointly produced by the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of 3

Nebraska-Lincoln, the United States Department of Agriculture, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Map courtesy of NDMC-UNL.
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Figure 2b: U.S. Drought Monitor, Total U.S., 2017.  4

• Food Security and Availability – Warmer temperatures have resulted in significant 
monetary losses and additional costs for U.S farmers. For example, in 2012 a premature 
budding of Michigan cherries due to warm winters resulted in a $220 million loss. Such 
losses decrease food supply, which typically results in increased food prices.  5

• Transportation – Warmer global temperatures increase the frequency of maintenance 
required for transportation infrastructure. Cars may overheat more, railroad tracks expand 
and buckle, and heat waves make it difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to move around.  6

• Health – Higher temperatures increase the probability of climate-sensitive diseases. Ticks 
that carry Lyme disease are limited by temperature. However, as temperatures warm, the 

 The U.S. Drought Monitor is jointly produced by the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of 4

Nebraska-Lincoln, the United States Department of Agriculture, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Map courtesy of NOAA.

 U.S. EPA, “Climate Impacts on Agriculture and Food Supply.”5

 U.S. EPA, “Climate Impacts on Transportation.”6
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range of ticks will increase. Bacteria that cause food poisoning, such as salmonella, also 
thrive in warmer climates. Children, older adults, pregnant women, and people living in 
poverty will be most affected by temperature changes.  7

Impacts of climate change in the Southeast United States: Droughts have become more 
prominent in the southeast region and will continue to be more frequent and widespread if 
global temperatures continue to rise and populations increase. Droughts have many 
implications for human health. Ground level ozone, a pollutant that is harmful to humans, is 
likely to become more ubiquitous in the southeast. This can increase the frequency and 
severity of respiratory illnesses such as asthma. If warmer temperatures persist, excessive 
drought conditions will continue to increase the incidence and severity of wildfires in the 
southeast.  In November 2016, over 30 wild fires ravaged through several acres of land in 8

North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Georgia.  Excessive wildfires pose a health 9

risk because they contribute to poor air quality and displace people from their homes. 

Impacts of climate change in Georgia: Climate change is increasing Georgia’s vulnerability to 
coastal flooding through larger precipitation events and higher incidences of tropical storms 
and hurricanes. The impacts of these events are not isolated and will most likely be felt in 
many parts of the state. Water shortages are also likely to become more prevalent in Georgia 
due to increased demand by a growing population and decreased water supply due to 
worsening drought conditions. This water shortage, in addition to higher temperatures, will 
likely diminish crop yields.   10

Forms of Climate Change Denial 
Suggested Time: 7 minutes 

After a brief discussion on the local impacts of climate change, tell participants: “Climate 
change denial prevents us from acting to mitigate and prevent these harmful impacts of 
climate change, many of which have already began to adversely affect life in the United 
States. Now let’s turn our attention to different forms of climate change denial.” 

Facilitator’s Note: Distribute the Types of Climate Change 
Denial Handout or turn to the Types of Climate Change Denial in the 
Climate Change Controversy PowerPoint. Select up to 7 
participants and give them each a strip of paper from the Role Play 
Assignments (found in the Teaching Materials section of this module) 

 U.S. EPA, “Climate Impacts on Human Health.”7

 U.S. EPA, “Climate Impacts in the Southeast.”8

 Narayan, “Southern Wildfires Burn 80,000 Acres across Six States.”9

 U.S. EPA, “Climate Change in GA.”10
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to assign them each a role in one of the Climate Change Denial Comic 
Strips.  

As you move through this activity, read the definition of each form of 
climate change denial (literal, interpretive, and implicatory – based on 
the classification of sociologist Stanley Cohen),  and then call on 11

participants with the assigned a role in the comic strips to have them 
read the lines for their roles.  

If you have extra time, consider Expansion Pack Activity #1, 
“Climate Change Denial Skit,” at the end of this guide. 

Literal Denial  
Definition: Blatant disregard for the facts supporting climate change. 

Figure 3: Literal Denial 

 Bonfiglio, “Sociological Explanations for Climate Change Denial.”11
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Interpretive Denial 
Definition: An acceptance of the facts that are interpreted in ways inconsistent with climate 
science. Interpretive denial can occur in various forms, but it will always be characterized by 
at least some acceptance of climate change science. The two most common forms of 
interpretive denial are 1) acceptance of climate change but a denial of human influence, and 
2) acceptance of anthropogenic climate change but a denial of its harmful effects. 

Figure 4: Interpretive Denial 
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Implicatory Denial 
Definition: An acceptance of anthropogenic climate change coupled with a failure to take 
steps towards climate change mitigation or adaptation.  

Figure 5: Implicatory Denial 

Three W’s of Climate Change Denial 
Suggested Time: 10 minutes 

Tell participants, “As we have just discussed, climate change denial can take three forms – 
literal, interpretive, implicatory – with varying levels of climate change acceptance. Literal 
denial involves no acceptance; interpretive denial involves some acceptance and implicatory 
denial involves total acceptance of climate change science. Now let’s turn our attention to the 
Three W’s of climate change denial.” 
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The Three Ws of climate change denial are: 

• Who propagates climate change denial and why?  

• Why do people believe climate change denial?  

• What are the costs of climate change denial?  

Facilitator’s Note: Share the Three W’s with participants and 
distribute the Three W’s of Climate Change Handout. Tell 
participants that they will be using the handouts for the rest of the 
module. Create three columns on a white board or on a large pad of 
paper, one for each of the following questions.  1) Who propagates 
climate change denial and why? 2 )Why do people believe climate 
change denial?  3) What are the costs of climate change denial? 

As participants supply answers, write them under the appropriate 
column. Feel free to prompt participants with the questions and 
answers provided below. Participants are also welcome to draw on the 
information in the Three W’s Handout, however it is recommended 
that they try to get through this exercise without it. Don’t erase the 
answers to these questions as participants may need to refer to them 
for the following exercise. If you use a large sheet of paper, ensure that 
it is posted in a visible location.   

Who propagates climate change denial and why?  
• Economic: Who would make money by promoting climate change denial? 

A: Corporations whose business depend heavily on the use of fossil fuels, such as 
automobile companies, corporations involved in the extraction, sale and processing 
of fossil fuels, coal mining companies, and oil and natural gas companies. Examples 
include Exxon and Koch Industries. 

• Political: Who could gain politically by promoting climate change denial? 

A: Conservative right-wing politicians tend to be the ones propagating climate change 
denial mainly because campaign funds tend to come from fossil fuel companies. 
Examples include James Inhofe and Joe Barton.  

• Religious: What is at stake for religious leaders who promote climate change denial? 

A: Religious groups may deny climate change because they feel it contradicts their 
theology or beliefs. Arguments that promote God’s sovereignty, environmentalism as 
paganism, and the second coming of Christ all reject human-caused climate change 
as a harmful threat. Examples of propagators include the Cornwall Alliance and Dr. 
Richard Land. 
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Why do people believe climate change denial? 
• Economic incentives: What economic incentives might lead people to propagate 

climate change denial? 

A: Climate change denial allows people to avoid incurring costs associated with 
climate change mitigation and adaptation. For example, it allows people to resist 
buying a more fuel-efficient car, using public transportation, or making their homes 
more energy efficient. 

• Social incentives: What social incentives might lead people to propagate climate change 
denial? 

A: Individuals who belong to social groups that deny climate change might feel 
compelled to deny climate change to stay connected with their group and reduce the 
risk of being ostracized.  

What are the costs of climate change denial?  
• Economic costs: What health care and agricultural costs might be incurred if severe 

weather conditions persist? 

A: Agricultural losses due to climate change increase cost of production and drive up 
food prices for consumers. 

A: Rise of climate sensitive diseases and temperature-related illnesses due to climate 
change drive up costs of health care. 

• Social/Cultural costs: What impact might climate change have on indigenous 
communities (like Native American communities) for whom the land and surrounding 
environment have cultural and spiritual significance?  

A: Denial allows unfettered degradation of natural environments to go unchecked, 
which threatens continuity of cultural practices in indigenous communities leading to 
above-average rates of depression, drug and alcohol abuse, and suicide in Native 
American communities.  12

• Environmental costs: What impact might climate change have on the environment? 

A: Worsening drought conditions, higher temperatures, rising sea levels, and 
increases in the incidence and intensity of severe weather events are all 
environmental costs of climate change. These changes in climate will affect various 
ecosystems on earth in different ways, helping some biological life while significantly 
threatening many of earth's ecosystems and species. 

 Voggesser et al., “Cultural Impacts to Tribes from Climate Change Influences on Forests.”; Tsosie, “Climate 12

Change, Sustainability and Globalization.”
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Facilitator’s Note: See Module #1, “Stakes of the Tensions,” 
for more exploration into the environmental costs of climate 
change. 

Next Steps – Constructively Addressing Climate Change Denial  
Suggested Time – 25 minutes 

Tell participants: “As we have discussed, people have very powerful motives for propagating 
climate change denial and believing climate change deniers. We will now discuss how to 
address the underlying assumptions that drive those who believe climate change deniers. 
The purpose of this next activity is to develop tools that will be helpful in addressing climate 
change denial within your own group or community.” 

Facilitator’s Note: At this point it should be clear to participants 
that people have powerful incentives for denying climate change. There 
are political, economic, and religious reasons that people deny climate 
change. The goal of the following exercise is to imagine ways that 
people might realign their existing views so that they can still maintain 
their values while also practicing environmentally sustainable 
behavior. People are not expected to change their views, rather they 
will be asked to imagine how economic, political, cultural, religious, 
and social commitments can be upheld while also promoting 
environmentally friendly behavior by aligning their views in new 
ways.  

Activity – Split participants into groups of no more than five per 
group. Ensure that each group has the Three Ws of Climate 
Change Denial Handout, a large sheet of paper, and a marker. 
Then assign each small group an incentive – economic, political or 
religious.  

Tell participants: “In your groups, create a character who denies climate change because of 
an economic, political, or religious incentive. Throughout this exercise, ensure that your 
character’s incentive doesn’t change. Consider the economic, political, or religious leanings 
of your character to be steadfast. Now, use the information we have discussed so far and the 
information in the Three W’s of Climate Change Denial Handout to try to convince your 
character that it is wise and pragmatic to live an environmentally friendly lifestyle, to make 
environmentally conscious decisions, or to accept the science of climate change. Your 
argument for your character must align with that character’s preconceived incentives. In a 
way, you are creating an avenue by which to realign your character's preconceived incentive 
with environmentally sustainable behavior. On the sheet of paper provided, write down the 
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incentive assigned to you, the character you created, and the argument for environmental 
sustainability that you developed for your character. Once everyone has finished, we will 
present our characters to the whole group and discuss the likelihood of each argument’s 
success.” 

Facilitator’s Note: For example, a group assigned religious 
incentives may create a character who denies climate change because 
anthropogenic climate change challenges God’s sovereignty.  An 
argument to convince this character that anthropogenic climate 
change is real might be “to acknowledge the sovereignty of God is to 
appreciate the works of God’s hands, including the environment. We 
can appreciate the environment by doing….” 
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Closing Remarks 
Suggested Time: 5 minutes 

The purpose of this section is to synthesize the small group solutions and to discuss the 
feasibility of the scenarios developed. Participants should ideally leave with practical action 
steps to take in their conversations with people who deny climate change. 

Facilitator’s Note: Once every group has finished creating their 
character and developing their arguments, ask participants to discuss 
their proposed arguments that realign their character's incentive with 
environmentally sustainable behavior. You may also ask for a note 
taker to record the discussion that you are about to have. Participants 
should discuss how they came to develop their thoughts and 
arguments. If applicable, are the realigned incentives cost-effective or 
easily implementable? Will implementation of your realigned 
incentives be carried out in isolation or will it require collaboration 
within or outside the community? Encourage participants to discuss 
other issues that are more specific to their group or community 
context. 

Ask participants to take turns presenting their characters and discussing their proposed 
arguments. Ask the following questions to prompt discussion as needed: 

• How do you see this scenario played out in “real life”? 

• How easy or hard would this conversation be? 

• How cost-effective or easily implementable is your argument? 

• Could you use this argument to convince a larger group of people?  If so, how would you 
share your information?  Who else would you work with? 

• What are the barriers to conversation with people about this issue? 

• What issues are specific to your group or community, and how would you go about 
beginning conversations with people who think differently than you? 

As the discussion comes to an end, thank the participants for coming. If time allows, 
consider Expansion Pack Activity #2,”Letter to an Elected Official,” or Activity #3, 
“Merchant of Conviction Discussion.” Direct participants to the Additional Resources listed 
at the end of this module for further exploration and encourage participants to continue 
talking about climate change in their communities. 
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Teaching Materials 

Role Play Assignments  
Facilitator’s Note: Cut up the strips below and hand them to seven 
participants of your choosing. 

1) Literal Denial Comic Strip: Character #1

2) Literal Denial Comic Strip: Character #2

3) Interpretive Denial Comic Strip: Character #1

4) Interpretive Denial Comic Strip: Character #2

5) Implicatory Denial Comic Strip: Character #1

6) Implicatory Denial Comic Strip: Character #2

7) Implicatory Denial Comic Strip: Character #3
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Types of Climate Change Denial Handout 
Literal Denial 
Definition: Blatant disregard for the facts supporting climate change. 

Interpretive Denial  
Definition: An acceptance of the facts that are interpreted in ways inconsistent with climate 
science, for example: 1) acceptance of climate change but a denial of human influence, and 
2) acceptance of anthropogenic climate change but a denial of its harmful effects. 

Implicatory Denial  
Definition: An acceptance of anthropogenic climate change coupled with a failure to take 
steps towards climate change mitigation/adaptation. 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The Three W’s of Climate Change Denial Handout 
1) Who Propagates Climate Change and Why? 
Economic Incentives  

• Corporate Examples: Exxon funds organizations that publicize anti-climate change science 
and information to the public, presumably because reduced fossil fuel consumption 
reduces their profits.  The Koch Family foundation has allegedly donated over $100 13

million dollars to 84 groups who deny climate change since 1997.   14

• Individual Examples: Patrick Michaels directs the Center for Study of Science at the Cato 
Institute, an organization that propagates anti-climate change science and knowledge. In 
2001, Michaels wrote an article arguing that climate change mitigation is expensive and 
“fiscally irresponsible” because climate change is an exaggerated situation.  Bjorn 15

Lomborg is a Danish economist and political scientist. Although Lomborg is not an 
outright climate change denier, he downplays the effects of climate change by claiming 
that the costs of full-scale mitigation are not worth the benefits that would be derived. 
Essentially, he claims that the costs of mitigation are too expensive to be worthwhile.  16

Political Incentives  

• Group Example: The Republican Party tends to propagate climate change denial. The root 
cause of Republican leaders’ climate change denial may be largely economic. Oil and gas 
companies provide ample campaign funds to Republican candidates during political 
elections.  However, party members may also downplay the danger of climate change 17

because they are committed to limiting government power, and they see climate change 
prevention policies as an inevitable extension of governmental power.  

• Individual Examples: Representative Joe Barton is a Republican congressman from Texas 
who has been known to propagate climate change denial. In 2010, Barton apologized to BP 

 “Can ExxonMobil Be Found Liable for Misleading Public on Climate Change?”; “Exxon’s Climate Denial 13

History.”

 “Koch Industries: Secretly Funding the Climate Denial Machine.” 14

 DeMelle, “Before the Flood - Top 10 Climate Deniers.”; “Patrick Michaels.”; Weisenthal, “The 10 Most-15

Respected Global Warming Skeptics.”

 DeMelle, “Before the Flood - Top 10 Climate Deniers.”; Weisenthal, “The 10 Most-Respected Global Warming 16

Skeptics.”; “Bjørn Lomborg.”

 Kroll, “Why Republicans Still Reject the Science of Global Warming.”; “182: Total Number of Climate Deniers 17

in Congress.”
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for the backlash it received over the Deepwater Horizon incident.  Barton has also 18

received a considerable amount of funds from the fossil fuel industry over the years. 
Senator James Inhofe is a Republican Senator from Oklahoma who claims that man-made 
climate change is the greatest hoax ever perpetrated on the American people.   Inhofe 19

received over $600,000 in campaign funds from the fossil fuel industry between 2000 and 
2008.   20

Religious Incentives   21

• Christian Theological Commitments  22

Divine Sovereignty — Admitting humans have the power to change the climate is 
tantamount to claiming God is not sovereign over all of creation. 

Nature Worship — Environmental stewardship constitutes worship of nature instead 
of God, which is idolatry. 

End Times — Christ’s return to earth is imminent, therefore climate change does not 
deserve the attention and effort of Christians.  

• Specific Examples 

The Cornwall Alliance for Stewardship Creation argues that climate change is too 
expensive and we should instead be focusing our time and resources on reducing 
global poverty. The Alliance claims that the Christian obligation to help the poor and 
less privileged outweighs the need for climate change mitigation or adaptation. For 
more information visit the Alliance webpage at http://cornwallalliance.org/
landmark-documents/. 

Dr. Richard Land is the president of the Southern Evangelical Seminary in Charlotte, 
NC. He was one of 22 evangelical leaders who opposed the National Association of 
Evangelicals when it acknowledged that anthropogenic climate change is real and 
Christians had a duty to address it.  Dr. Land also noted during a radio show that 23

 Newton-Small and Steinmetz, “Eight More Deep Thoughts from Rep. Joe Barton.”; Toles and Mann, “Deniers 18

Club.”

 Kroll, “Why Republicans Still Reject the Science of Global Warming.”; DeMelle, “Before the Flood - Top 10 19

Climate Deniers.”

 “Sceptics’ Hall of Shame.”20

 This section focuses on white evangelicals because they are more likely to be climate change deniers than any 21

other religious group in the U.S. (see Jones, Cox, and Navarro-Rivera, “Why Americans Are Conflicted about 
Climate Change, Environmental Policy, and Science,” pg. 3.).

 Zaleha and Szasz, “Why Conservative Christians Don’t Believe in Climate Change.”22

 Ibid.23
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climate change is a hoax and a scam.  For more on Dr. Land’s views on climate 24

change, visit his web page at http://www.drrichardland.com/press/entry/earth-
day-2016-is-the-sky-really-falling. Dr. Land also endorsed the Cornwall Alliance's 
“Evangelical Declaration on Climate Change.”  The first section of the declaration 25

alludes to the sovereignty of God over the climate and man’s subsequent  inability to 
adversely impact the climate. 

2) Why do People Believe Climate Change Denial? 
Denial of scientific evidence for anthropogenic climate change is often heavily influenced by 
an underlying incentive.  This section explores three broad groups of incentives that 26

motivate people to deny climate change.  

Economic Incentives  

Environmentally friendly consumer goods like organic groceries or energy-efficient home 
appliances tend to be perceived as more expensive than their non-environmentally friendly 
substitutes. However, organic groceries are often priced the same, and energy use saves 
people money in the long run.  While options like organic groceries and energy-efficient 27

appliances may provide long-term environmental benefits, health benefits, and economic 
benefits, people may be unwilling or unable to pay extra costs that are often associated with 
environmentally friendly options. Climate change denial allows people to avoid these extra 
costs because they have no perceived reason to be concerned with environmental health. 
This is convenient because financial resources are often scarce and people tend to be more 
concerned with short-term needs rather than with long-term positioning. 

 Mini-activity 

In your group take a brief survey about your grocery shopping habits. Do you buy 
only organic groceries, mostly organic groceries, some organic groceries, mostly non-
organic groceries, or no organic groceries? Assign someone in the group to write 
down the results of your survey. Discuss the results of the survey in your group. As 
your discussion progresses, focus on the direct and indirect economic factors that 
influence what kind of groceries you buy. 

 Ibid.24

 “An Evangelical Declaration on Global Warming.”25

 Pappas, “Why So Many Americans Don’t ‘Believe’ In Evolution, Climate Change And Vaccines.”26

 Elkins, “I Compared the Price of Organic and Regular Items at Whole Foods — Here’s What I Found.” 27

“Energy Efficiency Is Great, but We Have to Ask at What Cost?”
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Social Incentives  

For many people, climate change denial is motivated by the need to fit in with other 
members of one’s identity group, such as a religious congregation or a political party.  28

Humans are social creatures with an innate need to belong to a collective. Disagreeing with 
groups that we belong to on important topics puts us in danger of conflict and rejection. 
Hence, our views on various issue are often based less on what the facts say and more on 
what our identity group believes.  Individuals who belong to social groups that deny climate 29

change are at less risk of disagreement and ostracism if they deny climate change as well. 
The same phenomenon affects individuals whose identity group affirms the dangers of 
climate change. Those who accept and deny climate change science alike are influenced by 
their social group’s belief systems. 

Political Incentives 

A 2016 multi-country study that reviewed existing academic literature on climate change 
acceptance found that political affiliation followed by worldview and values were the top 
three predictors of whether an individual would accept or deny climate change.  In the U.S., 30

political ideology was also found to be strongly correlated with an individual’s degree of 
climate change acceptance. While there is not a causal relationship between political 
affiliation and climate change acceptance, there is a strong correlation between the two. 
People who vote for more liberal political parties are more likely to accept climate change 
science, while those who do not vote for liberal politics tend to deny climate change science.   31

Religious Incentives 

Religious incentives for denying climate change are twofold. First, if one’s religious 
community denies climate change, doing so as well could reduce conflict. Second, climate 
change denial shields a person from claims that seem to undermine his or her theological 
beliefs. John Fast’s article, “Climate Change: Science or Sacrilege,” offers one such 
example.  Fast argues that God, rather than humans, controls the earth and all that is 32

contained therein, including the climate. More specifically, he notes that greenhouse gas 
emissions by animals (specifically cows and plants) surpass the carbon dioxide emissions of 
humans. Additionally, he asserts that the climate has always been controlled by God and that 
severe weather conditions are God’s punishment for the sins of man. 

 Sinanian, “Why Do Some People Reject Climate Change?”; Hoffman, “Climate Science as Culture War.”28

 Ibid.29

 Harvey, “Science Confirms It.”30

 Ibid.31

 Fast, “Climate Change.”32

Module 3 
!

Page !  26



3) What Are the Costs of Climate Change Denial?  
Environmental Costs  

Worsening drought conditions, higher temperatures, rising sea levels, and increases in the 
frequency and intensity of severe weather events such as hurricanes and tornadoes all pose a 
threat to the environment.  These extreme weather events significantly threaten the normal 33

functioning of existing ecosystems and biological life on earth. 

Economic Costs 

Climate change poses a threat to our food production by disrupting agricultural cycles. This 
can lead to higher food costs because of excessive crop losses. Climate change can also result 
in increasing rates of climate sensitive diseases and temperature-related illness, meaning 
more money is spent on health care.  Increases in the intensity and frequency of severe 34

weather conditions can damage homes and other buildings, requiring more money for 
repair. For example, a 5 to 10% increase in hurricane wind speed would double damage costs 
per year in the U.S.  Climate change will also increase migration within and outside the 35

U.S., as more people are displaced from their homes due to uninhabitable conditions.   36

Social/Cultural Costs 

The U.S. is home to over 500 federally recognized Native American tribes.  For many of 37

these tribes, the surrounding environment has significant cultural and spiritual significance. 
Unfettered environmental degradation threatens the continuity of sociocultural practices 
that go back several generations.  For example, the continued retreat of the Anderson 38

Glacier has resulted in decreased downstream flow. This in turn limits the migration of 
salmon, a fish with cultural and economic significance to the Quinault Indian Nation.  39

Tribal leaders are worried that they will be unable to share this important part of their 
culture which subsequent generations of Quinaults.  Salmon and trout species also have 40

significant social and cultural value to several other Native American tribes.   41

 Jackson, “Global Climate Change.”33

 US EPA, “Climate Impacts on Agriculture and Food Supply.”; US EPA, “Climate Impacts on Human Health.”34

 Stern, Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change. Chap. 5 Pg. 1.35

 Ibid.36

 “Native American Tribes.”37

 Voggesser et al., “Cultural Impacts to Tribes from Climate Change Influences on Forests.”; Tsosie, “Climate 38

Change, Sustainability and Globalization.”

 Morello, “For American Indians, Coping with Climate Change Is Ancient History.”39

  Ibid.40

 “Climate Change | NCAI.”41
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Expansion Pack 
Activities  
#1 Climate Change Denial Skit 
Suggested Time: 15 – 30 minutes  

This expansion pack activity is best completed during the “Forms of Climate Change Denial" 
section of the module.  

Ask participants to create a short skit (about 2 minutes long) on a type of climate change 
denial (not everyone needs to participate in the skit). Tell participants to draw on the 
scenarios in the comic strips provided and to think back to a time when they have either 
exhibited the kind of denial they have been assigned, or heard someone else exhibit that kind 
of denial. Encourage participants to discuss how they have engaged in denial in various 
aspects of their lives. Then invite participants to present their skits to the larger group. Ask 
the larger group to reflect on the type of denial presented, the validity of that denial, and how 
they might respond to that denial. Give participants about 10 minutes to prepare the skits. 
Time required will vary depending on the number of participants. 

#2 Letter to an Elected Official 
Suggested Time: 15 – 30 minutes  

This expansion pack activity is best completed after the “Closing Remarks” section of the 
module.   

Share this website with participants: https://www.ofa.us/climate-change-deniers/#/.  Ask 42

participants to look up the elected officials in their state who deny climate change and invite 
participants to send a letter or email explaining the potential harm of climate change denial. 
Participants may also do this activity on their own at a convenient time. 

#3 Merchant of Conviction Discussion Session 
Suggested Time: 45 – 65 minutes  

This expansion pack activity is best completed after the “Closing Remarks” section of the 
module.  

Play the following video of climate scientist Dr. Marshall Shepherd interviewing Bob Inglis, a 
former Republican US Representative: https://weather.com/tv/shows/wx-geeks/video/
merchant-of-conviction.  After watching the video, split participants into small groups to 43

 Organizing for Action, “Call out the Climate Change Deniers.”42

 The Weather Channel, “Merchant of Conviction.”43
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discuss the questions below. Give each group at least one question to focus on and allow 15 
minutes for the small group discussion. After the small group discussions, invite participants 
to share their reflections with the larger group. Once all groups have reported their 
discussions to the large group, invite participants to share their thoughts on discussion 
questions not assigned to them. Allow 5 – 10 minute for this large group discussion. Time 
required will vary depending on the number of participants. 

Discussion Questions 

• What factors influenced Inglis’ denial of climate change? What reasons did he give for his 
denial of climate change? 

• What factors influenced Inglis’ transition from climate change denial to acceptance? What 
reasons did he give for changing his stance on climate change? Discuss why those factors/
reasons were compelling enough to change his stance on the issue. 

• Can environmental conservation be an act of loving God? What does this mean to you? If 
you denied climate change, would that be a convincing argument to you? 

• What arguments does Inglis make for environmental conservation? Are such arguments 
plausible? Why or why not? 

• According to Inglis, why is climate change such a contentious political issue between the 
left and right? To what extent do you agree or disagree with his explanation? Why do you 
agree or disagree? 

Additional Resources 
This information may be shared with participants if they are interested in political and 
Christian religious conservatives who accept climate change science.  

• The following politically conservative coalitions accept the existence of climate change and 
are actively seeking solutions to address the issue. 

 RepublicEN: http://www.republicen.org/  

 ConservAmerica: http://conservamerica.org/  

 Conservatives for Responsible Stewardship: http://www.conservativestewards.org/  

• Katherine Hayhoe is a climate scientist and evangelical Christian. Hayhoe notes that 
environmental conservation is “entirely compatible with conservative and Christian 
values.”  

Mother Jones: http://www.motherjones.com/environment/2014/05/inquiring-
minds-katharine-hayhoe-faith-climate 

• The Evangelical Environmental Network: http://www.creationcare.org/  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